We are delighted you have chosen Endeavours Kindergarten for your child’s pre-school education. We are
proud to be setting a new standard of care and education, and are excited to provide you with a high quality
boutique kindergarten – the only one of its kind in Hamilton.
To maintain a small group setting we allow for a maximum of 20 children and have a limited number of
spaces available. 20 is a magical number from a teaching perspective as it supports a cohesive and healthy
group dynamic. It enables us as teachers to cherish each child with ample time, space, and support.
We are looking forward to being a part of your child’s educational journey. Over the year we look forward
to hosting some lovely kindergarten festivals and celebrations for you and your family to enjoy. We
warmly welcome you to our small kindergarten community.
With much kindness, courage, and inspiration,
Patsy Paul and the teaching staff

With all new beginnings, there’s a lot to take in. We hope this little booklet provides you with useful
information as you settle in. If you can’t find what you are looking for, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Morning Sessions:

8.45am – 12.45pm

Full Day:

8.45am – 3.00pm

We have developed gentle daily rhythms which help to support, harmonise, and bring
balance
into the lives of children. We prepare morning fruit time daily with the children, and enjoy the social aspect
of coming together at the table to eat. Our usual curriculum runs during the school term times and term
dates are advertised well in advance. We encourage families to take term breaks (every 10 weeks), however,
we are also available for families that need our service during the term breaks.
We usually start our sessions inside, and look forward to welcoming each child when they arrive. Please sign
your child in on our Daily Register before you leave. At the end of the session we like to farewell each child,
and ask you to sign them out before leaving. By coming on time, the children can begin and end their
sessions together. If your child is away please let us know by leaving a message on our answer-phone.

A piece of fruit to share
A packed lunch if your child stays all day
A water bottle
A summer hat or a warm hat for the colder
months
A full change of clothes
And don’t forget your socks or slippers for inside

Clothing Tips:
With suitable clothing we can ensure children play outside even on days that are drizzly or
changeable. Children need to keep warm and dry, and yet while playing freely they may get wet
and/or dirty
Gumboots are a good choice for winter months
Naming your child’s belongings will help ensure they find their way back to you.
The wee pair of slippers we give your child were knitted with love and will keep your child’s feet
warm and cosy while they are with us.

A one off non–refundable Administration Fee of $25
$ 6 per hour
$ 18 per session
$36 per full day
$150 full time enrolment (31.25 hours)
You may be eligible for 20 Hours ECE. If so please refer to the 20 Hours ECE optional charges below.

$ 4 per hour (optional charge)
$12 per half day session (optional charge)
$ 24 per day, 8.45am – 3pm (optional charge)
$60 for children enrolled for 3 or more full days
or 5 morning sessions * when using all your 20
hours ECE with us. (optional charge)

The Fees / Optional Charges are to be paid by automatic payment or internet banking.
Please make payments to:

Endeavours PPKN Ltd
02 0316 0587389 00
Please Note:
Statements/Invoices are issued fortnightly.
Fees/Optional Charges will be invoiced when your child is absent and for any statutory holidays that
fall on days your child is usually enrolled.
Fees/Optional Charges will not be invoiced when the Kindergarten is not in operation, during the
Christmas shut-down period.
Two weeks’ notice (or two weeks’ fees) is required when withdrawing your child from Endeavours
Kindergarten.
When your child leaves Endeavours; any fees paid in advance (less any notice required) will be paid
back to you.
Your child’s enrolment will cease upon consistent late or non-payment of fees.

Each term we host a parent evening where we share information. At times, we arrange guest speakers
and have interesting talks and presentations. If there are topics you are interested in learning more
about please let us know so we can plan for these.

We value good working relationships and open communication with parents and families. As part of our
kindergarten community we invite you to have input into what happens for your child. There are many
ways in which you can contribute to decision making about your child’s care and education.
We encourage you to read through our policies and help us to review our operations and practices
throughout the year. We will consult with you regularly on various aspects of the kindergarten as part of
our ongoing self-review process. We welcome your queries, suggestions and feedback, and see it as a way
of ensuring that we are meeting the needs of our kindergarten community.
Our notice boards are a good source of up-to-date information. We also have regular newsletters to keep
you well informed about the kindergarten, its current focuses, and upcoming events. A copy of the
Education (Early Childhood Services) Regulations 2008 and a copy of the Licensing Criteria for Early
Childhood Education and Care Centres 2008 are available for parents and families to read at any time.
These will be displayed by the notice board.

We create portfolios to document your child’s learning experiences, and the shared aspirations that
together we are working towards. Photos, learning stories, narratives, and examples of children’s work are
used as part of our assessment for learning and acknowledges children’s achievement. A lot of time goes
into creating a beautiful portfolio for you and your child to treasure.
We invite you to spend time with your children at Endeavours, and encourage you to contribute to the
programme and to your child’s portfolio by adding photos, information, stories and commenting on what
teachers have written. We want to hear about the hopes, dreams, and aspirations you hold for your child,
and how we can best support these.

We particularly enjoy holding parent interviews with our families. These more formal opportunities are
held twice per year (or when requested) and are used to discuss your child’s progress, to celebrate their
successes, and to recognise emerging interests, abilities, and areas for development. Parent Interviews are
great opportunities for more in-depth information sharing and we encourage all parents to attend at least
one per year.

Regular informal communication is important too. We look forward to sharing information about your
child’s day. We also realise that pick up and drop off times can be busy periods of the day, and it is not
always easy to have conversations when we are still working with the children. We’re happy to arrange a
time to talk more fully with you outside of the kindergarten session times.

At Endeavours Kindergarten we love celebrations and festivals and
look forward to hosting some lovely seasonal and cultural events
throughout the year for you and your family to enjoy. We have a
very special Matariki and Festival of Light held in mid-winter which is
not to be missed, and is bound to warm your hearts.

In early childhood settings, children are better cared for and have their learning needs met, when they are
within a small group supported by fully qualified and experienced teachers.
Our kindergarten curriculum ensures that we have no more than 20 children attending at any one time. A
small group setting enables teachers to support children with the necessary time, space, and resources;
ensuring uncompromised care and education.
Our environments are calm and aesthetically pleasing with interesting activities and opportunities for play.
Joy, humour and happiness are important qualities that are everyday experiences.

Experienced, Caring Teachers - Children learn through responsive and reciprocal
relationships. Our teachers provide encouragement, warmth and acceptance. They also provide
challenges for creative and complex learning and thinking. We will provide scaffolding for the
children’s endeavours – supports and connections that are removed and replaced when and where
they are needed.

Nature Experiences - Children will explore and discover, the awe and wonder of the natural
world. The four elements of – earth (te whenua), water (te wai), fire (te ahi) and air (te hau) will be
be enjoyed through activities of gardening, water play, having regular walks in nature, and
experiences of singing around the fire.

Developing Relationships – Relationships established during the preschool years create a
valuable context to learn and practice essential skills. At Endeavours Kindergarten we help facilitate
children’s developing social competencies so that friendships blossom.

Educational Resources- High Quality Resources that challenge and inspire children are easily
accessible and provide children with interesting and engaging learning experiences.

Artistic & Creative Experiences - Children experience an environment where they discover
and develop different ways to be creative and expressive. Teachers actively promote the arts –
music, movement, drama, and visual arts. Through the arts children experience their own and other
cultures. Print-making, stitching, pottery, carpentry and construction are offered regularly.

Valuable Small Group Setting – This promotes an unhurried environment where children are
more easily able to engage and learn and teachers are able to better meet the needs of each child.

Opportunities for Celebrations – We acknowledge the dual heritage of Aotearoa and the
multiple cultures of our community. Special events of families, local communities and cultures are
celebrated throughout the year at the kindergarten. These will provide a familiar and enjoyable
rhythm to each year.

Unearthing Hidden Talents – Our teachers recognise the individual strengths and interests of
each child. Individual talents are acknowledged and embraced as unique parts of each child’s being
- children are cherished.

Rich and Imaginative Play – Children learn through play. Rich and imaginative play
experiences are fostered through a well thought out and set up environment.

Singing and Story Telling – Story-telling, finger plays, singing, movement and music will be
experienced throughout all areas of our curriculum. Spontaneous and child initiated songs and
stories will be embraced and encouraged as will emergent literacy.

Rationale:
Children’s social competencies will be nurtured and developed through supportive relationships and positive
guidance. Every child has the right to play and learn within a safe and well-resourced environment; and
families have the right to be well informed about the well-being of their children. Adults have the right to be
supported with clear guidelines for the management of inappropriate behaviours.
Guidelines:
• All children and adults will be treated with respect and dignity at all times. Adults will play a key role in
modelling inclusive practice. Teachers will be clear and consistent in their expectations and actions and
will provide children with positive guidance and consistent limits and boundaries that are
developmentally appropriate.
• Teachers will use praise and encouragement, and when necessary redirection, deflection and
substitution. Blame, harsh language and belittling or degrading responses will not be used. No child will
be subjected to solitary confinement, immobilisation, or deprivation of food, drink, warmth, shelter or
protection. Adults will not physically hurt any child nor allow any other person or teacher to harm a
child.
• Teachers will value and respect cultural diversity, acknowledging Te Ao Māori (Māori culture and
language) and our responsibilities as a partner to Te Tiriti o Waitangi (The Treaty of Waitangi); as well as
other languages and cultural practices within our community.
• All families will become familiar with the Developing Social Competencies Policy and Procedure during
the enrolment process. Teachers will ensure that the Developing Social Competencies Policy and
Procedure is adhered to.
• Teachers will ensure a curriculum where the core values of dignity and respect will be embedded in the
way children learn and develop relationships with others and the environment.
• A range of equipment / resources will be provided for children’s learning. The environment will be
attractively set up to inspire and support children’s choice of activities / areas of interest, and to
develop these interests alongside their peers.
• Regular self-review will ensure that all areas of the kindergarten are set up, and reflect the children’s
current interests. As a result, a relevant and rich learning environment will support children to learn
with and alongside others.

Policies and procedures such as our Communication with Families Policy, Complaints Procedures,
Nutrition, and other pertinent policies are available for your perusal. All policies are reviewed regularly.
Current policies under review will be displayed on our notice board. We welcome your
comments/suggestions and feedback.

Cert. Professional Childcare
Cert. Te Ara Reo Mäori (Level 4)
Cert. Tikanga Mäori (Level 3)
Cert. Small Business Management
NZ Steiner Teacher Certificate of Early Childhood
Dip. Teach. Early Childhood Education
Bachelor of Teaching (Major in Professional Education
Registered Teacher (Full) #302889
Full First Aid Certificate

